
 

 

 

 

 

 

What is CRHT up to? 

Welcome to the first newsletter of the Camden Railway Heritage Trust (CRHT).  

We have existed for two months and have registered as an exempted charity with HMRC 

Charities. 

The formal objects of the CRHT, quoting from our Constitution, are:  

• To preserve and restore, and support the preservation and restoration of, the 
historical, architectural and constructional heritage relating to railways in 

Camden and Primrose Hill, in the form of buildings and other structures of 

particular beauty or historical, architectural or constructional interest, for the 

benefit of the local community and the public at large. 

• To facilitate access to the railway heritage, maintain and support the 

maintenance of the sites, promote improvement to the surroundings of the sites, 

and link sites for the benefit of local residents and the public at large. 

• To advance the education of the public in the broader appreciation of the railway 

heritage in Camden and Primrose Hill and of its context in the social and 

industrial history of the area 

The Trust has been very active since its inception, having initiated a campaign to save the 

eastern horse tunnel and undertaken a preliminary survey of the Primrose Hill Tunnel (PHT) 

east portals. Projects in the pipeline include the restoration of the PHT east portals, creation 

of a Railway Heritage Trail, collection of memorabilia and oral history, establishing a visitor 

centre, and restoration of the stationary winding engine vaults. A theme running through a 

number of projects is the desire to celebrate Robert Stephenson’s links with the area. 

As a spin off from the horse tunnel campaign, CRHT has proposed the commissioning of a 

definitive statement on the railway and its associated heritage, intended to inform the 

planning applications of developers, the scrutiny of any monitoring bodies, and the planning 

decisions taken by LBC. 

Over the next 12 months the CRHT will build a base of support, seek funds, strengthen the 

management team and create the organizational structure as well as pursuing key projects. 

The Trust will continue to develop relationships with key future partners such as London 

Borough of Camden (LBC), Network Rail (NR) and British Waterways (BW). 

The schematic layout below shows the main heritage sites in Camden Town and Primrose Hill, 

and the Railway Heritage Trail that will link these sites, with small diversions to sites of 

interest off the Trail. 
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Railways Heritage Trail 

Horse Tunnel Campaign 

The eastern and western horse tunnels allowed passage for horses beneath the tracks from 

stables to work site. The eastern tunnel is a listed structure. No similar structures exist 

elsewhere in the country. The tunnel starts at Stables Market at ground level and emerges at 

30 Oval Road via two flights of stairs. A planning application for a new housing and office 

complex at 30 Oval Road made no mention of the horse tunnel although the architect’s plans 

showed demolition of the horse stairs and substantial alterations to the tunnel. Future access 

to the tunnel would be blocked. These plans were approved by LBC. 

A three month campaign by CRHT and others against these proposals, and now a change of 

ownership of the building, has resulted in new plans being drawn up that will not only preserve 

the horse tunnel but also provide for future access to the tunnel. CRHT is working with the 

new developer to define what elements are to be preserved in regard to both the entrance 

stairs to the tunnel and to other historic features, such as the rail tracks and granite 

bollards. 

With these, and other developments still in the pipeline, the public may soon appreciate at 

first hand the underground vaults and tunnels that would make such a fascinating addition to 

the attractions of Camden Market. 

A photograph of the entrance to the horse tunnel in Gilbeys Yard is shown on the next page. 

Landscape plans showing the retention of historic features such as the granite bollards seen  



 

Entrance to Horse Tunnel at 30 Oval Road in Gilbey’s Yard 

in the photo, rail tracks, ventilation grilles, and granite sets have yet to be submitted to 

Camden for approval. CRHT will review these details when available.  

Primrose Hill Tunnel East Portals 

When the London to Birmingham railway opened in 1837, the London entrance to Primrose 

Hill Tunnel was a major tourist attraction. Visitors admired the classical architecture, 

strolled along the railway cutting and viewed with some alarm the open carriages emerging 

from the darkness of the tunnel. A second tunnel came into service in 1879, with a portal 

replicating the earlier one, and now forms part of the recently upgraded West Coast Main 

Line.   

This magnificent pair of tunnel portals are almost totally hidden behind tawdry 

developments of the 1960s and ‘70s – tower blocks, housing, shops/flats, car parks and 

garages. It will be many years before any drastic redevelopment will take place. In the 

meantime an opportunity has been created by the approval of plans for moving South 

Hampstead Synagogue into a new building located on the railway embankment on Adelaide 

Road. As part of this development, Adelaide Nature Reserve will be extended eastwards, 

landscaped and provided with an Education Centre. CRHT has been discussing with LBC the 

provision of facilities for viewing the portals, and this has been agreed in principle. It will 

not form part of the Section 106 agreement, so funds will have to be found. 

The more challenging project is the restoration of the tunnel portals. The photograph gives 

some idea of the present state of the original tunnel portal. CRHT are planning for 



restoration to be completed ahead of the London Olympics when the cycling road races are 

expected to pass over the tunnel portals on every lap.   

 

Original Primrose Hill Tunnel East Portal from Adelaide Nature Reserve 

A major achievement was an invitation by NR to CRHT to participate in an annual inspection 

of the portals. Although this had to be withdrawn on safety grounds, CRHT has undertaken 

an independent inspection without venturing onto the track and has received the NR 

engineers’ inspection reports. The Trust is finalising a report to be submitted to NR that 

will form the basis for planning the next stage of work: a full and detailed survey, including 

trials of cleaning methods. The key issue for NR will be the track possessions and isolations 

required to undertake such a survey. Following discussions with NR, it is expected that an 

enquiry document will be issued for competitive tender. The cost of the next stage to 

CRHT will depend greatly on how NR’s costs are treated. 

Trustees and Officers 

The management team comprises Peter Darley, Anthony Richardson and Martin Morton. 

The CRHT is seeking to double the number of trustees in the short term.  

It is also looking for help in a number of key areas including “supportership” (expanding the 

list of supporters), fund raising, and projects. It is not intended to ask for membership 

during the first year of operations, and membership thereafter will be kept under review. 

Anyone that would like to give some of their time to help the Trust, either as a Trustee 

and/or as an Officer, is invited to contact the Secretary. 

Peter Darley, Secretary, Camden Railway Heritage Trust, 21 Oppidans Road, London NW3 

3AG      Tel: 020 7586 6632    Mobile: 077 2565 9992     Email: Darleyp@aol.com 


