
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to the second newsletter of the CRHT. When there is so much of interest in the 

pipeline, it is tempting to postpone the issue of the newsletter to capture the latest news 
item, and we confess that this has influenced the timing of its issue. We hope that you enjoy 

reading it, and welcome any new supporters that you can introduce.  

Eastern Horse Tunnel and 30 Oval Road 

The position of CRHT is based on the potential of the site. The future development of the 
basement vaults (see picture below) and canal basin under The Interchange and 30 Oval Road 

will require public access from a number of directions. The Eastern Horse Tunnel, with its 

exits to Stables Yard and Gilbeys Yard/Oval Road, should have a vital place in this scheme as 
a central access route. The Regent’s Canal towpath is a far less acceptable access route for 

the increased pedestrian movements given the traffic it already carries. Access via the horse 

tunnel will also open up a unique element of the heritage to the public. 

 

This vision of the future is at odds with the plans submitted by the developers, as the 
approach to the horse tunnel through the new development is only 2 metres wide and clearly 

precludes general public use. The situation that exists points to two failures of planning: 

• The original planning application was mishandled. We would never have arrived at 
this position had the planning process been properly applied. 

• The failure to take a strategic view, allowing developments to be treated on a 

piecemeal basis. 

The developers of 30 Oval Road have applied for listed building consent. CRHT is continuing to 
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campaign for this important element of our industrial heritage to be given proper treatment.  

Primrose Hill Tunnel East Portals 

Following CRHT’s inspection of the tunnel portals in January, a report was prepared with 

architectural drawings (drawn by Anthony Richardson & Partners) – one of the drawings is 

shown below – and with schedules showing the works required and detailing the investigations 
that would form the next stage of work.   

 

The report was submitted to Network Rail in mid April, and has formed the basis for 

discussions on the way forward. These are ongoing.  

The next stage will require a diagnostic inspection survey to define the scope of possible 

restoration works, and a feasibility study to determine what restoration works, if any, are 

justified. 

Discussions are also ongoing with National Grid and Network Rail for public access to view the 

portals from the National Grid cooling station in King Henry’s Road. This exciting opportunity 

could provide a viewing platform in this calendar year, whereas the viewing platform planned 
for Adelaide Nature Reserve is tied to the timetable for South Hampstead Synagogue, and 

cannot be expected before 2009. 

Finally, following an application submitted by CRHT, the Secretary of State, DCMS, after 
consulting English Heritage, has upgraded the Eastern Portals to Grade II* from Grade II, 

placing it within the top 5% of our heritage sites. 

Railway Heritage Trail 

CRHT has defined the itinerary and stations on the Trail and prepared a draft of a brochure 

for the Trail. The format of the brochure is one-third A4 with a pull out map, similar to the 

brochure produced for the Belsize Walk, and one that will slip into a pocket or a handbag. 

The intention is to have information points at every station along the Trail; some of these 

information points already exist. The proposed stations tentatively are given in the table. 



Station Site Information panel location 

1/1A Primrose Hill Tunnel Portals In Education Centre and at viewing platforms in 
ANR and at King Henry’s Road cooling station 

2 Top of Primrose Hill Already exist 

3 Chalcot Square  In old Chalk Farm Tavern gardens 

4 Regent’s Park Road Bridge On bridge near proposed periscope site 

5 Dumpton Place On side of Lansdowne public house 

6 Fitzroy Bridge On west side of bridge overlooking canal 

7 Regent’s Canal Towpath To right of metal gate 

8 Gilbey’s Yard Near approach to horse tunnel and Interchange 
forecourt 

9 Camden Lock On far side of roving bridge, next to lock. 

10 Camden Lock Place At foot of stairs, overlooking bas-relief panels of 
goods yard and Gilbeys 

11 Stables Yard Site to be found 

12 Horse Hospital Site to be found 

13 The Roundhouse Information panels are inside Roundhouse at 
Performance Space level. Create one outside? 

 

 
 

Discussions are ongoing with Camden. CRHT intends initiating discussions with a number of 

companies and businesses that stand to benefit from new visitors, with a view to funding both 

the production of the brochure and the stations on the Trail. 

The pace of new development along parts of the Trail, particularly at Camden Lock and 

Stables Market, means that this will be an evolving itinerary, but there is no reason not to 

make an immediate start. 



The Trail should be of great interest to visitors and the world’s media that will descend on 
Camden for the cycle road races in London Olympics 2012. 

Publicity 

CRHT is keen to publicise the railway and associated heritage, much of which is quite 
unfamiliar to the general public. In the last quarter CRHT has been involved with: 

• A talk at Chalk Farm Library on 21 May 

• Stands at Primrose Hill summer fair on 16 June and Camden Civic Society garden 
party on 20 June 

• Preparation of the brochure for the walk “Green gems and hidden histories” that 

was publicised at the launch of the painting of Regent’s Park Road Bridge 

• A talk on 24 June at the opening of the painting of Regent’ Park Road Bridge  

Upcoming events are: 

• A talk at Camden Town Library in Crowndale Centre, Eversholt Street, on 27 
July 

• Activities connected with London Open House weekend on 15/16 September 

(information on these will be distributed separately) 

CRHT is also planning a programme of walks and is looking to develop a website. 

Fundraising 

The CRHT has started to implement a fundraising plan. The immediate targets for funding 

are: 

• Brochure for Railway Heritage Trail 

• Stations on Railway Heritage Trail (information boards) 

• Diagnostic Inspection Survey of Primrose Hill Tunnel East Portals 

Some offers of financial support have been made, but ultimately we shall only be able to carry 

out this work with your support.  

If you would like to donate to these causes please contact us (see details below). As a 

recognised charity, Gift Aid declarations enable CRHT to recover tax on contributions, and 

forms will be sent on request.  

Next Newsletter 

As well as an update on current issues, the newsletter for Q3 2007 will address: 

• The restoration of the Interchange Building 

• The future of the vaults and canal basin under the Interchange Building, its 
forecourt and 30 Oval Road 

• The stationary winding engine house 

• Collection of oral history 

• Restoration of lamp standards on Mornington Street bridge  
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