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Primrose Hill Tunnel East Portals and Landscape Setting 

CRHT has a vision for the East Portals and their landscape setting that includes: 

• Cleaning and restoration of the portals 

• Removal of the remaining shops and maisonettes along Primrose Hill Road 
• Removal of the National Grid cooling station on King Henry’s Road 

• Creation of landscaped public open space above and to each side of the portals 

• Public access and viewing platforms on both sides of the portals. 

The Trust has been discussing the cleaning and restoration of the portals with Network 
Rail and others for the past 12 months. It has discussed a master plan for landscaping the 
areas around the tunnel portals with Camden. These initiatives are moving very slowly. 

In the last quarter of 2007, CRHT was approached by Paul Grieve of Adelaide Partners, 
which had been advised to contact CRHT by Network Rail. Adelaide Partners wanted to 
understand the scope of work involved in restoration of the portals, based on the 
inspection survey by ARP Architects, and to obtain an idea of the cost. We learned that 
Adelaide Partners has a development proposal that includes all of the above objectives. 
The general plan for the site proposed by the developer is shown below (with the 
permission of Adelaide Partners). 
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The public benefits, which include the restoration and landscaping works among others, 
would be paid for by construction of a high-rise building on the site of Modern Motors 
garage and Adelaide Medical Centre. A larger medical centre would be incorporated into 
the development. 

This newsletter is not the place to debate the larger issues of whether the development is 
justified. This must be left to the planning process. We must restrict our comments to 
railway heritage aspects.  Here we can state unequivocally that in relation to CRHT’s 
fundamental aims – the restoration, preservation and public access to our local railway 
heritage – the development, if successful, would take a spectacular step forward. 

Stationary Winding Engine Vaults 

In the last newsletter we described a visit to the winding engine vaults. Since then we have 
been planning further visits to create a photographic record and to understand better the 
operation of the vaults and their equipment. As an aid to this understanding we have 
recreated the available information on plans, elevations and working diagrams. An example 
of a plan of the layout is given below. 

 

Stationary Winding Engine Vaults:  Plan at Basement Level 

Thanks to the generosity of Network Rail CRHT was able to make two further visits on 
10/11 April, each time accompanied by a small group of people from various organisations 
interested in the preservation and restoration of heritage. It again proved to be an 
extraordinary experience for everyone. 

In the normal course of events the vaults, having just been subject to inspection and 
repair, will be resealed and not re-examined until the next structural audit in six years. We 
hope that over the course of the next newsletters we shall be able to bring you more 
positive news.
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The Euston Arch 

The Euston Arch, a legendary London landmark, was demolished in 1962 despite a campaign 
headed by Sir John Betjeman and the Victorian Society. The loss helped to kick-start the 
conservation movement. In a very direct manner the sacrifice of the Euston Arch saved 
the station buildings at St Pancras and Kings Cross.  

Demolition was swift and brutal with the stones being broken and much damaged as the 
arch was speedily cleared away. The contractor disposed of a large number of stones to 
British Waterways to help fill a hole that had been scoured in the bed of the Prescott Cut, 
off the River Lea in East London. It was estimated that the site holds around 60% of the 
4,420 tons of stone used in the construction of the arch in 1836-37. 

These discoveries led to the formation in 1994 of the Euston Arch Trust (EAT) to head a 
campaign to rebuild the Euston Arch, not as a replica but as an authentic reconstruction. 

The arch - of great artistic, architectural and historic quality and an object of visual power 
and beauty - should never have been destroyed. Designed by Philip Hardwick in 1836, it was 
the largest Greek Doric propylaeum ever constructed and was the first major monument of 
the railway age. It marked the entry to the world’s first main line railway terminus to be 
built in a capital city and was one of the 
most emblematic structures of 19C Britain.  

Since Hardwick used stone as a facing 
material, the surviving blocks are less 
robust than might be expected but, to 
judge by the sample lifted from the water, 
they remain in very good condition. 
Hardwick used grit stone from the Bramley 
Fall quarry in Yorkshire, and this is nearly 
as hard as granite. The quarry is still 
functioning and stone similar to that used in 
the arch remains available. 

The issues surrounding the proposal to 
rebuild are complex. The EAT maintains 
that the arch must be rebuilt on the Euston 
Station site. Its original location on Drummond Street is inaccessible, but the site between 
the 1870s lodges on the Euston Road is suitable. If another site is chosen, the arch must 
serve as an entrance to the station or its precincts. The use of a reasonable proportion of 
salvaged stones would give the reconstructed arch authenticity and transform it from a 
mere copy of a lost masterpiece into an heroic act of repair and conservation. 

The splendid renaissance of St. Pancras Station has given the public an appetite for the 
glory of Victorian railway history and demonstrates how old architecture and new can work 
together in a most thrilling and creative manner. Euston Station is to be redeveloped in 
2011/12, and we are facing what is the last opportunity for generations to rebuild the arch 
and resurrect Euston alongside St. Pancras as one of the great stations of the world.  

CRHT has offered its support to the Euston Arch Trust, whose ‘manifesto’ has provided 
the information from which this was distilled. The EAT is about to launch a website that 
will carry up to the minute information on the campaign: www.eustonarch.org.

Euston Arch in the 1950s 
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Regent’s Canal Conservation Area 

Camden is presently consulting on the drafting of a Regent’s Canal Conservation Area 
(RCCA) Statement and Management Strategy. This is an important document for CRHT. It 
influences the way that Camden perceives its industrial heritage, particularly that related 
to the Regent’s Canal and to the railway and goods yard, and hence influences the planning 
process. CRHT’s aims are: 

1. To give the railway heritage a much higher profile in the RCCA planning context. 

2. To adjust the boundaries of the RCCA to include significant but currently excluded 
heritage, such as the stationary winding engine vaults, the horse tunnels and railway 
arches below the North London Railway - to name but a few. 

3. To review and update the listing of heritage features with English Heritage, in 
order to avoid any ambiguities regarding their listing. These have allowed the 
destruction of a number of significant elements of railway heritage and the 
conversion of others into a “theme park”. 

4. To incorporate into the Statement a vision of how the various elements can unite to 
form an integrated “offer” to the public of greater value than the sum of its parts. 

We hope to be able to report on this in the next newsletter. 

Lamp Standards 

Two of the four lamp standards 
on Mornington Bridge, those on 
Mornington Terrace, have been 
installed on their stone piers (see 
photograph right).  

The abutments of Gloucester 
Gate Bridge at the top of Parkway 
are surmounted by elaborate 
bronze lamp standards in the 
form of candelabra made in 1878 
by Starkie Gardiner (photograph 
left).  

Both sets of lamp standards are Grade II listed. The Mornington Bridge lamps have a 
railway association, whereas those on Gloucester Gate Bridge are associated with the 
Cumberland Basin branch of the Regent’s Canal. 

Horse Hospital 

The Proud Gallery has moved from the Gin House into the Horse Hospital amid some 
controversy, but the results are positive. All the significant features of the Grade II 
listed building have been retained and a great amount of extraneous clutter has been 
removed, clearly revealing the structure and details of the former horse stables. Health 
and safety considerations require a new door in the flank wall facing Chalk Farm Road.  

Railway Heritage Trail Walks 

The next walk will be on Saturday 3 May at 10.30.  Contact crht@aol.com for details.  


