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Primrose Hill Station 

The razing on 6 December 2008 of the waiting room, wooden canopy and decorative cast iron 
columns and spandrels on the platform at Primrose Hill station, dating from 1870 (see 

photograph from November 2008 below), has destroyed a piece of almost unaltered classic 

mid Victorian architecture. 

 

Network Rail (NR) demolished the platform waiting room and canopy on the grounds that the 
station was disused, unstaffed, not maintained, was a recognised hotspot for trespass and 

vandalism, raised problems of health and safety and would become an eyesore. There was no 

consultation or communication with the local community. Camden Council was advised shortly 
before the demolition and its Planning Team wrote to NR to declare that it had no objection 

to demolition as the buildings were not in a conservation area. 

The demolition took place as a campaign to reopen the station was gathering momentum and 
when all local parties are calling for more public transport. Network Rail, when questioned by 

Frank Dobson, MP, as to its reasons for taking this action, declined to provide the reports 
that supported the demolition on the grounds that these are internal documents. The motives 

for such abrupt demolition 17 years after the station was closed need to be explored 

further. 
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CRHT has inspected the salvaged cast ironwork, which is currently heaped in a contractor’s 

yard (see photograph) and badly damaged. We are assessing the costs of restoration and 
exploring possible reuse of the ironwork, which may require interim storage under dry and 

secure conditions. 

CRHT led a deputation to a full Council 
meeting on 2 March to highlight issues 

raised by demolition, and raise the question 

of reopening the station. Broad agreement 
was expressed with our aims.  

The reopening of Primrose Hill station 

should be considered in the light of 
projected transport demands. It would 

relieve pressure on Camden Town station, 

where modernisation is a distant prospect, 
connect with LUL and bus services at Chalk 

Farm, and improve access to the north end of Camden Market. It would help meet new 

transport demands created by the Roundhouse and substantial developments both in Stables 
Market and elsewhere locally, and connect with all four corners of the capital. 

We intend to engage with TfL in addressing the reopening of the station. One option for 

Phase 2 of the Overground service upgrade, after the 2012 Olympics, is for trains to operate 
from Queen’s Park via South Hampstead to Camden Road and then on to Stratford, using 

what is currently a freight-only link at Primrose Hill. This development depends on the 

Bakerloo line takeover of Euston-Watford local services to remove trains between Queen’s 
Park and Euston. An extension of the Primrose Hill link from Queen’s Park to Willesden 

Junction "DC" platforms is also being considered for a later phase. 

Primrose Hill Tunnel East Portals and Landscape Setting 

The Trust has been discussing the cleaning and restoration of the portals with Network Rail, 
English Heritage and others for the past 24 months. These initiatives bore initial fruit when 
Network Rail instructed its framework contractor to draw up plans for: 

• removal of vegetation, primarily buddleia and ivy, from the face of the portals; 

• repair and reinstatement of drainage channels; 

• removal of vegetation around the portals to improve drainage; 

• removal of graffiti. 

English Heritage has been advising on all of these works. The aim has been to qualify them as 

works of like-for-like sensitive repair rather than works altering the character of the 

building, thereby requiring listed building consent.  This has been agreed with Camden’s 
conservation officers. 

The works are currently almost complete. The photographs below show the tunnel portals 
before the works and at an advanced stage of completion.  

The next stage will be to undertake a survey of the restoration work required. This will also 

be used to monitor the impact that the current works have had on ameliorating the drainage 
and vegetation problems and assess the likely feasibility of different restoration measures. 
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Stationary Winding Engine Vaults 

The mechanism by which trains were hauled from Euston to Camden is shown schematically in 

the following diagram. The arrangement of the engines, boilers, driving wheel, pulleys and 
rope tightening mechanism in the winding engine vaults was shown in Newsletter No. 4. 

 

Since the visits to the vaults in April 2008, CRHT has been engaged in raising awareness of 

their extraordinary character. This has included: 

• Talks to the Newcomen Society in Manchester and to Camden History Society. A talk 
is also scheduled for the Subterranea Brittanica conference on 17 October 2009 

• Articles in the Newcomen Society newsletter (Links, June 2009)and in Planning in 
London  (April 2009) 

• An application to English Heritage to upgrade the listing from Grade II to Grade II*, 

placing the vaults in the same category as the Roundhouse and Primrose Hill Tunnel 

East Portals, ie within the 6 % most significant listed heritage buildings.  

Those interested in learning more about the stationary winding engines on Camden Incline 

should email the Secretary for information (see below). 
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30 Oval Road 

The development at 30 Oval Road (former Muppet Studios) first attracted attention because 
of its threat to the Eastern Horse Tunnel, the only listed part of the building. 

 The oldest parts date from 1855 and included 
offices for the London & North Western Railway 
company and a vaulted basement for storage. The 
older facades and part of the basement, together 
with the horse tunnel entrance and steps, are to be 
retained in a new building of four to six storeys. 

During construction part of the retained north 
façade collapsed, requiring further controlled 
demolition to safeguard the site, including a 
section of the listed flank wall to the horse tunnel 
entrance. The northwest corner (see photograph) 
suffered further structural damage requiring 
rebuilding of the arches above the windows with 
salvaged bricks. This damage will be repaired using 
original materials wherever possible. 

Stables Yard, Hawley Wharf and 
Regent’s Canal Conservation Area 

We plan to report on the latest developments in the next issue of the newsletter. 

Railway Heritage Trail Brochure 

A number of options are being considered for a print run of a Trail brochure, including two 
colour and four colour process, and an A2 double sided fold out format against a smaller 
format with heavier cover similar to the Belsize Walk brochure. The cost of an initial print 
run of 500 with four colour printing varies from about £700 to £900, depending on the 
format.  This is a sum that the Trust will struggle to meet in the immediate future, and any 
help will be gratefully received. 

Walks and Talks 

A number of walks are arranged by the Trust with established organizations that manage the 
group from among their members. Other walks are open to the general public. 

The next open walk around the Camden Railway Heritage Trail will be with members of 
Camden Civic Society starting at 11.00 on Saturday 16th May. Others are most welcome and 
should contact the Secretary for details.   

The Trust also welcomes invitations to talk about the railway heritage, either generally or 
focussed on specific elements. Please contact the Secretary.  

The next talk is to the North London Railway Historical Society (www.nlrhs.org.uk) on Camden 
Railway Heritage and Rope Haulage on Camden Incline. The venue is Keen House, 4 Calshot 
Street, N1 (on the right, just off the Pentonville Road) at 14.30 on Friday 8th May.  

Contact CRHT Secretary on 020 7586 6632 or email crht@aol.com for further details of 
walks and talks.  


