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Welcome to the sixth newsletter of the Camden Railway Heritage Trust. No newsletter was 

produced in Q2 2009 owing to the preparation and publication of a Trail guide in June 2009. 

Camden Railway Heritage Trail Guide 

Camden Railway Heritage Trail is a long-term project with the aim of 

linking heritage sites to create a fascinating walk through the social 

and industrial past of one of London’s most vibrant areas. Associated 

with this aim is the restoration and preservation of the si tes, and 

provision of public access and information about the sites.  

The Trail is described in a guide that includes: 

• 24 pages of text and illustrations 

• pull-out map of the Trail 

• 14 Trail Points, each with historical information 

• schematic plan of former Goods Depot 

• background information on the historical context.   

Printing of the guide was generously funded by the Greater London 

Industrial Archaeology Society (GLIAS) as part of its role as an 

educational charity concerned with London’s industrial history and 

archaeology (www.glias.org.uk). We also acknowledge the generosity 

of Belsize Residents Association, Camden Civic Society, and other individuals and groups. 

The guide is available for £2.95 from Primrose Hill Books, Daunt Books, Chalk Farm library, 

and from Camden Local Studies and Archives Centre at Holborn Library or directly from 

CRHT by sending a cheque to: The Secretary, Camden Railway Heritage Trust, 21 Oppidans 

Road, London NW3 3AG Tel:  020 7586 6632, Email:  crht@aol.com 

Educational resource 

The Trail represents a major potential educational resource for school history projects, 

linking classroom study with fieldwork. It offers an opportunity to engage the younger 

generation through projects associated with the canal, railway and industrial heritage located 

on their doorstep. These projects can cover a broad range of disciplines from history and 

geography to art, science and the environment. 

CRHT is exploring with Camden how such an educational resource would fit with the national 

curriculum and what form it should take in order to have the widest appeal. We anticipate 

working with one or more local schools that have a history of educating children of railway 

workers, with the intention of defining the project and applying for funding over the next six 

months. 
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Vaults of 1839 in former Cyberdog boutique 

Stables Yard 

The owners of Stables Yard have carefully 

restored the arches under the North London 

Railway, which run in two directions and were 

known as the Camden Catacombs. The Trust 

was able to see these in April this year during 

restoration works (see photograph).  

The widespread use of the horse theme gives 

coherence to the overall redevelopment that 

will no doubt prove attractive to many visitors. 

However, the Trust’s view of the 

redevelopment, which is now nearing 

completion, is guided by its purpose, which 

includes preservation and restoration of the 

railway and associated heri tage for public benefit. 

In this context, the glass and steel Buildings A & B and other development features obscure 

and confuse the Victorian heritage as: 

• the appeal of the Catacombs has been lost by closing the cross passages and creating a 

series of linear retail outlets; 

• Buildings A & B hide the railway arches behind, while trying to reproduce their effect 

by a series of ersatz arches on the front of the building facing the Horse Hospital; 

• the original vaults of 1839, which had 

been part of Cyberdog boutique (see 

photo), are obscured by the new 

configuration of linear retail outlets; 

• the horse theme has been over-

developed, creating a “theme park” 

that confuses genuine appreciation of 

the heritage; 

• new areas below ground level, which 

are treated in a similar style to those 

above ground, create further 

misunderstanding of the heritage. 

  

Stationary Winding Engine Vaults 

The stationary winding engine vaults are a historic gem dating from the first mainline service 

into London in 1837. They are currently the subject of an application to upgrade their listed 

status to Grade II*. One issue is that English Heri tage is unable to inspect the vaults as they 

are flooded, except every six years when they are pumped out to permit a structural audit.  

The challenge is to understand why they are now flooded to the level of the Regent’s Canal 

(and perhaps higher), and how they were maintained dry in operation (1837-1844). A search of 

the records in the National Archives has not yet revealed how they were kept dry. The Trust 

is therefore planning a campaign of data collection in order to establish:  

Camden Catacombs under restoration 
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• the infrastructure (sewers, drains, water wells, water mains) existing then and now; 

• water levels in the Regent’s Canal, in the vaults, and in piezometers to be positioned 

north of the vaults; and how these levels are affected by pumping from the vaults; 

• water quality information from the Canal and the vaults at different levels, including 

temperature, pH, electrical conductivity and other simple measurements; 

• information on soil lithology from shallow boreholes. 

If and when such information is available, the analysis of the causes of flooding would make an 

excellent subject for a graduate thesis given the character and history of the winding engine 

vaults, and the public interest that will be engendered. 

Euston Arch 

Through the support of British 

Waterways, a significant amount of 

material from the demolished 

masterpiece has now been recovered 

from the Prescott Channel in East 

London. The recovered stones are in the 

care of the Euston Arch Trust 

(www.eustonarch.org), which aims to 

retrieve much of the rest of the stones 

so that a rebuilt Arch will be a faithful 

restoration. The Euston Arch Trust is 

revealing detailed plans for the 

reconstruction of the Arch on Euston 

Road (see photo montage), where it 

would form a fitting entrance to Euston 

Station, itself due for a £1 billion 

redevelopment. In the words of Michael Palin, Patron of the Euston Arch Trust: 

“The restoration of Euston Arch would restore to London’s oldest mainline terminus some of 
the character and dignity of its great neighbours” 

Hawley Wharf 

The Hawley Wharf redevelopment covers an area of 2.3 hectares (6 acres), bounded by 

Camden High Street, Castlehaven Road, Hawley Road, Kentish Town Road and the Regent’s 

Canal. It is crossed on arches by the Primrose Hill and Gospel Oak branches of the North 

London Railway. It forms the most important development proposal to come before Camden’s 

planning department for a long time. The Trust’s focus is to ensure that the development 

celebrates and enhances the character of the canal frontage and the railway arches. We 

would also like to see sufficient time being given to allow the community to express its 

concerns about the development’s local integration, about safety and public nuisance, about 

amenity and services, about public transport and about long-term sustainability.  

Development plans are still at the concept stage and are not yet in the public realm, but the 

developer expects a decision on the impending planning application before the end of the year.  

It is difficult to see how this timetable can meet either the concerns of the local community 

or those of the wider public that have a keen interest in this vital part of Camden.  

The rebuilt arch by night 
Photo credit: Joe Robson, AVR London 
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Regent’s Canal Conservation Area 

The Regent’s Canal Conservation Area includes both the Canal corridor as far as Kings Cross, 

and the railway heritage in and around Camden Goods Depot as far as the Roundhouse. The 

canal and railway heritage, and associated features, defines much of Camden’s character, and 

is an important asset that need to be sensitively managed. It is therefore an encouraging 

development that, with the support of Ward Councillors, the Regent’s Canal Conservation Area 

Advisory Committee, for long moribund, has acquired a new lease of life. In view of the 

redevelopment proposals for Hawley Wharf the Commi ttee will soon be fully tested, and the 

Trust offers its best wishes and support. 

Primrose Hill Station Platform Architecture 

Newsletter No. 5 addressed the demoli tion of 

the platform architecture. Philip Marsh, Chief 

Correspondent of Railway Magazine, took the 

photograph that featured prominently on the 

front of the newsletter and the Trust used it 

without seeking his permission. We apologize 

unreservedly for this oversight. We should 

also mention that he and others had made 

efforts to remove the damaged ironwork to a 

preserved railway in the Cotswolds, efforts 

that were thwarted by the local outcry that 

followed the demolition.  

The Trust has explored with Camden the 

conservation and local reuse of the ironwork, 

which is in temporary storage. Our preferred 

site is close to Primrose Hill Tunnel portals, 

either as a meeting point with refreshments 

for local residents (Site A) or as a viewing 

platform for the portals (Site B). These 

options are shown on the sketch. The National 

Grid cooling station will be decommissioned in 

the next few years. No other options have 

been put forward. 

The reopening of Primrose Hill Station has also 

been the subject of correspondence, and this will 

be addressed in the next newsletter. 

Guided walks  

The next guided walks around the Camden Railway Heritage Trail will be:  

• Thursday 22 October starting at 10.30 

• Sunday 1 November starting at 11.00 

Numbers will be limited to 20 on each walk. If you cannot be accommodated on this occasion, 

we will advise you of the next opportunity. Contact CRHT Secretary on 020 7586 6632 or 

email crht@aol.com to book a place and for further details of walks.  

Reuse of salvaged ironwork at Primrose 
Hill Tunnel portals 


