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This newsletter is the first since Q4 2009. The first quarter newsletter coincided with a 
major report for English Heritage (see below). We are therefore covering two quarters here. 

The last newsletter drew attention to the importance of the railway heritage in and around the 
former Camden Goods Depot. It declared our aim of creating four structures or groups of 
structures designated as Grade II* to provide greater protection from development and to 
enhance their heritage significance. Only the Roundhouse was so listed when the Trust was 
formed in 2007. We have taken two firm steps in this direction over the last few months. 

Stationary Winding Engine Vaults 

After an application by CRHT, and on the advice of English Heritage, DCMS has upgraded the 
Camden Incline Winding Engine House from Grade II to Grade II*. It was concluded that the 
Engine House is an extremely rare survival, of international importance, representing one of 
the last uses of rope haulage on a public railway, a relatively brief transitional stage in the 
technological development of railway transportation. The grand scale and unique design of the 
underground brick construction creates special engineering and architectural interest. Its 
close proximity to Primrose Hill Tunnel and the Roundhouse (both Grade II*) forms a 
remarkable early railway group associated with the pioneering London and Birmingham Railway. 

Construction of the engine house was depicted by the artist John Cooke Bourne in April 1837. 
His watercolour drawing, drawn from the site of Fitzroy Bridge over the Regent’s Canal on 
Gloucester Avenue, shows the walls partly completed and centering being erected for the 
vaults. Gloucester Avenue takes a dramatic and unexpected turn at this point. The road 
alignment (then called Southampton Road after the owner of the land) was originally planned to 
continue north in a straight line up to the Hampstead Road (now Chalk Farm Road), meeting it 
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at the site of the future Roundhouse. The construction of the London & Birmingham Railway 
caused it to be diverted along the current alignment. 

One rediscovery that resulted from the application was that the boiler rooms were originally 
constructed open to the atmosphere. This can be seen in the Bourne drawing, where the 
transverse vault for the engine room (furthest from the artist) terminates at the entrance to 
the western boiler room seen on the left. The boiler rooms would only have been vaulted after 
the equipment had been removed and the chimneys demolished, probably around 1850. 

Historic Area Assessment: Stables Complex and Underground Features 

The fragmentary approach to the extraordinary complex of tunnels and vaults that connected 
different elements of the Goods Depot has become increasingly evident. Although many of the 
surface buildings are listed, there is no clear understanding of the extent, status and national 
significance of the subterranean tunnels and vaults, as a result of which some have been 
severed by recent new developments, and others demolished (see Newsletter No. 7). 

This has highlighted the importance of establishing the significance of the various heritage 
assets associated with the former Goods Depot within the context of early canal and railway 
history. To quote from Planning Policy Statement 5: 

“The evidence base will be needed …to ensure that the historic environment resource is not 
inadvertently diminished by ill-informed development”.  

In the last newsletter we noted that English Heritage had requested help with establishing the 
national significance of the Stables Complex including the horse tunnels associated with the 
stables. This request expanded into a Historic Area Assessment (HEA) to cover the historical 
development, architectural and structural fabric and national significance of both the stables 
complex and the underground features in the former Camden Goods Depot. The research 
undertaken for this assignment revealed much that is new as well as areas for further work. 
Below is part of an original drawing of the first phase of the Horse Hospital dating from 1883. 

The Historic Area Assessment was submitted to English Heritage in April 2010. Since then 
further material relating to Gilbey’s activities in the Goods Depot has come to light and it is 
hoped that SERIAC (South East Region Industrial Archaeology Conference) will provide a 
bursary for new research. 
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Stables Complex 

The Historic Area Assessment has shown that the complex of horse stables, which illustrates 
the development of stabling over the second half of the 19th century, appears to be the most 
complete in London, and probably the country. English Heritage is currently considering its 
redesignation, the basis of which would be the quality, coherence, completeness and nature of 
the facilities. Taken together, these provide a remarkable example of the role played by the 
horse in our industrial past. Upgrading the Stables Complex and associated features would 
create the fourth Grade II* listed site associated with the railway in the area.  

The Horse Hospital, shown in 2007, is 
the most recent and complete of the 
stable ranges. It was extended to the 
east in 1897. 

A number of areas of research remain. 
The stables attached to the 
Lockkeeper’s Cottage at Hampstead 
Road Lock may have had the specialised 
purpose of towing barges to and from 
the south side of the lock across the 
diagonal bridge. Or they could have 
been simply for hire by the canal company for towing duties. A range of such stables was 
discovered on maps from the mid 19th century located on the canal bank between Fitzroy 
Bridge and the railway bridge, where the towpath is now accessed from Gloucester Avenue. 

Stables were built for Gilbeys by the North London Railway under the arches at Camden Road 
Station, opening onto Bonny Street. Some evidence of these remains. They could accommodate 
about 100 horses, which are assumed to have worked in the Camden Goods Depot where Gilbeys 
had its main operation. Having recently discovered an archive in Scotland of which we were 
previously unaware, we hope to learn more about these operations later this year.  

At the peak, according to the Historic Area Assessment, some 700-800 horses worked in the 
Goods Depot, a much higher figure than has been accepted hitherto, but one that correlates 
with operations at other major London goods depots.  

Underground Features 

The recommendations of the Historic Area Assessment were: 

• In spite of their importance, the original vaults of 1839 supporting the goods sidings 
have recently been greatly reduced by commercial development. It is recommended 
that action be taken to determine the extent of what remains before considering 
how it may be protected. 

• The vaults of 1846-7, which originally extended over an area of 43,340 ft² (4,026 m²) 
or almost exactly an acre (0.4 hectare), and were partially filled by construction of 
Safeway’s car park in the 1990s, remain undesignated. Given their history and 
remarkable extent, despite recent changes as a result of the redevelopment of Stables 
Market, it is recommended consideration be given to their designation. 

• The third group of vaults, dating from 1855, forming an L shape between the west 

side of the Interchange Basin and the Regent’s Canal have been greatly damaged by 
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the recent redevelopment of 30 Oval Road, former railway offices now being 
marketed as the Henson Building. These vaults are Grade II listed only by association 
with the Interchange Warehouse. As the vaults were constructed 50 years before 
the present Interchange building, such association appears historically unjustified. It 
is recommended that consideration be given to obtaining greater protection for the 
remaining vaults by separate designation. 

If any of these recommendations will be taken up by English Heritage remains to be seen. 

Hawley Wharf 

Pressure on the developer from the community has already had the following success: 

• a new master plan comprising sites A (market 
retail), B (residential) and C (mixed use with local 
retail) is expected to be produced very soon; 

• the full planning application for all three sites is 
delayed until the end of 2010; 

• there will be an open space between the viaducts 
with opportunity for the community to propose 
uses for this space;  

• a new open space or forum is proposed alongside 
the canal, with views of the railway viaduct; 

• the market areas will be at lower level than the 
canal towpath, and distinctive pavement surfaces 
could also emphasize the separation of the towpath 
from the market. 

It is important that the community continues to make its voice heard, and is both informed and 
consulted. To this end, a public meeting is being held on 12 July (see flyer) to which all and 
their neighbours and friends are welcome. 

Guided Walks  

The next guided walks around the Camden Railway Heritage Trail will be: 

• Sunday 18 July and 25 July 

• Thursday 22 July  

• Wednesday 28 July 

We meet on the outside steps of the Roundhouse at 11.00. Numbers will be limited to 20 on 
each walk. Contact Peter Darley, CRHT Secretary, on 020 7586 6632 or email crht@aol.com to 
book a place and for further details.  

Anyone who prefers to undertake the walk independently, and is interested in a copy of the 
Trail guide, should send a cheque for £2.95 made out to Peter Darley (this saves the Trust 
£0.30 per cheque) and address for postage to 21 Oppidans Road, London NW3 3AG. 

Next Newsletter 

The next newsletter will address the Regent’s Canal and interchange facilities with rail and 
road, as well as reporting progress with research on Gilbeys and its operations at Camden. 


